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THE PACIFIC ISLANDS—THEIR GLAMOUR 
AND THEIR TRAGEDIES 
(By ALFRED G. DAVIES) 
(Read at a meeting of the Historical Society of 
Queensland on April 22, 1943) 
My subject to-night is one of vast proportions, 
and the material available is of such infinite variety 
and immense scope that the task of condensation is 
particularly difficult. Most of my audience, I am sure, 
are readers of current literature, and many have de-
voted much of their time to the study of books not so 
modern. Accepting the truism that good does some-
times come out of evil, it may be said that the im-
portance of the Pacific Ocean in the commerce and 
political activity of this planet of ours was never 
realised fully until the whole civilised world became 
involved in the present awful struggle for freedom 
and, indeed, for existence. 
Dr. W. H. Fitchett, in his introduction to a book 
entitled "A Century in the Pacific," edited by James 
Colville and published under the auspices of the 
Methodist Church of Australia in 1914, says: "The 
area of the Atlantic, north and south, and including 
the Arctic Ocean, is less than 24,000,000 square miles; 
the Mediterranean, if we include the Black Sea in that 
term, stretches over only 1,000,000 square miles; but 
the Pacific has an area of 70,000,000 square miles." 
The same writer points out that the Pacific exceeds in 
space all the dry land on the globe, and declares that, 
"It will be, if it is not already, as great in political and 
commercial importance as it is in geographical scale. 
For (he states with obvious conviction) it is the sea of 
the future." Most thoughtful people in the Ught of 
developments arising out of the present world war, will 
agree with the prediction crystallised in the last sen-
tence. 
In this paper, however, I am confining myself 
in the main, to that portion of the Pacific, with its 
innumerable archipelagoes and scattered islands ly-
ing to the south of the equator, and which are of the 
greatest interest and importance to the Australian 
Commonwealth, past, present and future. It is neces-
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sary, I think, that some reference should be made to 
the known facts regarding the discovery of Australia 
and the Pacific Islands, and that some light should be 
thrown on the origins of the inhabitants. 
Early Na"vigators 
Generally speaking, the Spanish, Portuguese, 
Dutch and French navigators were the most enterpris-
ing and successful in exploring these unknowm waters, 
though for the most part they failed to retain the 
lands which they had found. On behalf of De Gonne-
ville, the French navigator, it was claimed that he had 
sighted Australia in 1503, though it was not definitely 
proved whether the land he saw was Australia or 
whether it was Java or New Guinea. Mendana, a 
young Spanish noble, set out from Callao, South 
America, in November, 1567, with an expedition com-
prising two ships of 250 and 107 tons, the purpose of 
which, according to instructions from the Spanish 
authorities, was "the discovery of certain islands, and 
of a terra firma, or continent," on which a settlement 
was to be formed and a new province was to be added 
to "the Empire of Christ and of Spain." With Men-
dana as "pilot" was a famous seaman named Gallego 
and Sarmiento de Gamboa, a Spanish knight who had 
gone to Peru in 1557. All three of these wrote narra-
tives of the voyage, which have been preserved, and 
which are full, detailed and generally trustworthy. 
In due course an island in the Ellice group, which 
was named the Island of Jesus, was passed; but no 
attempt was made to land, because of the strong cur-
rents encountered. They shortly afterwards landed 
on an island to which the name Santa Ysabel was 
given, and they took possession of what they believed 
to be a continent "for Christ and for Spain." 
Some months were spent by the Spaniards among 
these islands. They built a small vessel, rigged as a 
brigantine, in which they crept along the island coasts 
making very thorough observations; and one authority 
declares that they took back to Peru an account of 
their discoveries so accurate and detailed that it was 
possible more than three hundred years later to iden-
tify every harbour, islet and creek mentioned in it. 
Other islands which were discovered and annexed by 
Mendana included Guadalcanal, Malaita, New Georgia, 
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Florida, and San Christoval, and to the group as a 
whole the name of the Isles of Solomon was given. 
"An Impossible Task" 
From Mendana's diary we derive what probably is 
the first intimation of the characteristics of the island-
ers. When Sarmiento was sent at the head of a party 
of men to explore the island of Ysabel he was 
instructed by the Franciscans, strongly backed by 
Mendana, to treat the natives with humanity and en-
deavour "to lead them with tenderness into the way 
of salvation." Professor G. Arnold Wood, in his book, 
"The Discovery of Australia," commenting on this, 
says: "This would have been a task impossible to a 
missionary far more fervent than Sarmiento. The 
natives then, as now, were head-hunting cannibals, and 
incurably treacherous. If they were friendly they 
would offer you the quarter of a boy with some taru 
roots; and if, after burying the boy, you accepted their 
friendship, in a few minutes they would be cutting 
you into pieces and sucking your brains. 
Sarmiento met barbarism with Spanish cruelty, and 
even the humane Mendana was forced to sanction the 
use of arms. Eventually the question whether they 
should make a settlement there, or return to Peru, was 
discussed by the Spaniards in Parliament assembled, 
and a decision to adopt the latter alternative was 
reached. "The plan of a settlement in the Solomons 
was abandoned, and thereby, likely enough, the dis-
covery of the east coast of Australia was postponed 
for 200 years," says Professor Wood. Finally, the 
voyagers found themselves back in Callao in July, 1569. 
A few years later Mendana apparently again was 
troubled by an itch for conquering new worlds, and in 
1574 he obtained a Royal decree giving him authority 
to make a permanent colony in the Solomons, which 
he and his family might rule for two generations. But 
things were not to be as simple as they might seem. 
While such decrees might be obtained in Madrid with 
some ease, they were not always obeyed readily in 
Peru. 
Mendana's Ambitions 
The new Viceroy was antagonistic to Mendana, 
who in 1577 was arrested, and nothing was heard of 
him for 18 years. His ambitions, however, survived 
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all reverses, and his chance came in 1595. In April of 
that year he sailed from Callao with four ships and a 
complement of 378 persons. With Mendana went Pedro 
Fernandez de Quiros as Chief Pilot. De Quiros was 
Portuguese by birth, but had become a naturalised 
Spanish subject. 
"The expedition," says Professor Wood, "was 
ruined ere it started. The ideal was noble, but the in-
struments were unworthy. Mendana was humane and 
devout. Quiros was aflame with passionate mission-
ary fervour. But their men were Spaniards of a low 
type—greedy, cruel, brutal. The expedition was a 
failure. Mendana discovered the Marquesas, but failed 
to find the Solomons, which were his actual quest. On 
September 7 they saw a lovely island to which the 
name Santa Cruz was given. Mendana thought, at 
first, he had rediscovered the Solomons, but was soon 
disillusioned. His followers became mutinous and in-
sisted that they should leave the place and make their 
way to the Philippines. They murdered a number of 
the natives, including the Chief, who had been friendly 
to them, hoping in that way to compel Mendana and 
Quiros to leave the island. Mendana caused the leader 
of the mutiny to be stabbed, but very soon after Men-
dana himself died, as well as a number of others. 
Mendana's widow assumed command of the expe-
dition, but her followers had been reduced to a mere 
handful. Failing to find the Solomons, they eventually 
reached the Philippines. 
Two hundred years passed before the Solomon 
Islands were again seen by European eyes. It was not 
until 1766 that the Englishman, Cartaret, sailed by 
them, though he did not recognise them. Bougain-
ville and Surville, both Frenchmen, did likewise inl767 
and 1769 respectively. It was on December 21, 1605, 
that Quiros with three ships, one of which was com-
manded by Admiral de Torres, set sail from Lima with 
the avowed object of discovering the continent which 
he believed to exist between Java and the Cape of Good 
Hope. Unfortunately, Quiros was desperately ill at the 
start and was unable, from sheer physical weakness, 
to cope with the "riotous" discontents of men impa-
tient with every day that passed without sight of the 
golden land which they were seeking; and the position 
was aggravated all the more by reason of the fact that 
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the leader of the malcontents was the Chief Pilot, Juan 
Ochoa de Bilboa, whom Quiros had been compelled to 
take against his will. 
Eventually, after varied experiences, the Spaniards 
entered a large bay to which the name of St. Philip 
and St. James was given, in an island belonging to the 
group afterwards known as the New Hebrides. Cap-
tain Cook rediscovered this bay in 1774, and Captain 
John Moresby, who visited the island in 1876, wrote 
in regard to it, "Doubtless in time Australia will throw 
off settlers to this glorious island, which is capable of 
bearing all the spices of the East." 
Pomp and Ceremony 
On May 14, 1606, Quiros, with much pomp and 
religious ceremony, took possession of his new acquisi-
tion in the following words: "I take possession of this 
Bay, named the Bay of St. Philip and St. James, and of 
its port named Santa Cruz, and of the site on which 
is to be founded the city of New Jerusalem and of all 
the lands which I sighted and am going to sight, and 
of all this region of the South as far as the Pole, which 
from this time shall be called Austrialia del Espiritu 
Santo, with all its dependencies and belongings." It 
will be seen that the first word in the title to be given 
to this new territory was not Australia but Austrialia, 
and this is explained by Quiros in the memorial which 
he addressed to the King of Spain in 1607, in which 
he says that he had named the land Austrialia "in 
happy memory of Your Majesty, whose dynastic name 
is Austria." Later, however, the name Australia came 
into general use instead of Austrialia. 
Municipality Proclaimed 
One cannot help thinking that in the declaration 
made when taking over the new possession, Quiros was 
assuming far too much. Professor Wood sums up the 
situation in humorous vein as follows: "The city had 
received the name of New Jerusalem. The next thing 
to do was to provide for its Government. The final 
thing, perhaps, would be to build it." 
Having had his siesta, Quiros told his officers that 
he would proclaim a municipality and such officers as 
were usual in a city that was the capital of a province. 
So they elected thirteen magistrates, a Secretary to 
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the Municipality, two Justices of the Peace, a Chief 
Constable, an Accountant, a Treasurer, a Factor, a 
Registrar of Mines, a Storekeeper General and an Over-
seer. The city of New Jerusalem was now well equipped 
with all that a city which was the capital of a province 
should possess. Unfortunately, there was no city, save 
the little booth of branches on the beach, that served 
at once for Fort and Church; and the province re-
mained to be discovered. Truth is sometimes stranger 
than fiction, and here assuredly we have all the ma-
terial for a Gilbert and Sullivan libretto. 
Owing to constant disputes with his pilots, Quiros 
was at length compelled to abandon his enterprise. All 
his high hopes of adding a continent to Spain faded 
away, and he sailed off in one of his ships to Mexico, 
finally reaching Madrid, penniless and u"tterly humili-
ated. 
But Torres, in the ship "Almirante," determined 
to carry out the instructions that had been given him 
by Quiros at the beginning of the voyage, to the effect 
that when in that part of the world "he will steer 
south-west as far as 20 degrees, thence north-west to 
4 degrees, and on that parallel he is to steer west in 
search of New Guinea," and so by way of the north 
coast of New Guinea to Manila. 
Torres' Remarkable Voyage 
Professor Arnold Wood refers to this voyage of 
Torres as one of the most remarkable in history, and 
he expresses the deepest disappointment that the avail-
able information regarding it is so little and so vague. 
"Our main authority," he says, "is the letter which 
Torres wrote to the King of Spain from Manila in July, 
1607, and sent to His Majesty by one of the Francis-
cans who had been with the expedition. The only pas-
sage in this letter which could possibly refer to Aus-
tralia," said Professor Wood, "was a very confused 
string of sentences which seemed to tell that in 9 de-
grees Torres was obliged by many shoals and great 
currents to sail out south-west in that depth to 11 
degrees south latitude. There is all over it an archi-
pelago of islands without number by which we passed. 
There were very large islands and there appeared more 
to the southward; they were inhabited by black people, 
very corpulent and naked. Their arms were lances, 
arrows and clubs of stone, ill-fashioned." 
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"Apparently," commented the Professor, "these 
words describe the passage through the strait, and 
one must imagine that among the very large islands to 
the southward to which he referred was Cape York. 
The inexplicable marvel is that there is no word to 
hint that a continent was seen or even looked for." 
Torres' account of his passage through the Strait 
was never published by the Spaniards, and it was not 
until about 1760 that Alexander Dalrymple found, in a 
pamphlet by Dr. Arias, mention of the fact that a 
strait had been passed, and came to the conclusion that 
it ought to be called by Torres' name. It fell to Captain 
Cook on his first great voyage in 1769 to do justice to 
Torres in that respect. 
Babylonian Navigators 
While the Portuguese and the Spaniards are 
credited with being the first to discover the Solomons 
and the New Hebrides, there are some authorities who 
believe that in all probability the earlier navigators of 
the Pacific were the Babylonians, who, according to 
tradition, long before the birth of Christ, traded to 
Ceylon, the Indian Islands and China, following a course 
south of Sumatra and Java, and passing Timor. Voyag-
ing in small vessels, and having nothing but the stars 
to steer by, it seems almost certain that these navi-
gators must frequently have been blown out of their 
course, and that at times they sighted New Guinea 
and the islands of the Bismarck Archipelago. Probably 
the existence of these islands and of other South Sea 
islands was generally known. With the decline of the 
middle eastern empires, however, all connection with 
the Far East ceased, and whatever might once have 
been known of the Pacific was lost, except for some 
vague ideas possessed by ancient (i^reek and Roman 
geographers. 
The history of what is now known as New Guinea 
is one of particular interest to us. Alvaro Saavedra, 
the Spaniard, sailed along the northern shores of New 
Guinea in 1528, and gave to it the name Isla del Oro 
(Island of Gold). It is said that Don Jorge de Meneses 
was the actual discoverer of New Guinea and that 
he was the first to apply to it the name Papua or 
Papuasia. Meneses in 1526-27, when sailing from the 
Malay Peninsula to the Spice Islands over a new route, 
accidently discovered land, the inhabitants of which he 
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said were frizzle-haired. The name New Guinea was 
given to the territory by Ynigo Ortiz de Retes, who 
sailed along its northem coast in a vessel called the 
"San Juan" in 1545, and who in the name of the King 
of Spain took possession of that portion of the main-
land which i§ now Dutch New Guinea. That name was 
given to it because of some fancied resemblance on the 
part of the natives to those on the African Guinea 
Coast. 
Dutch and British 
In due course, the power of Spain and Portugal as 
rulers of the Eastern seas declined, and the Dutch and 
the British gained dominance. In 1616 the Dutchmen 
Schouten and Le Maire, fitted out an expedition, com-
prising two ships, which rounded Cape Horn, and 
finally reached New Ireland, which they believed to be 
part of New Guinea. When anchored off Nina Tobu-
taby they were called on to repulse an attack made 
by the natives. Several of the adjacent islands were 
discovered by them. They also discovered the Admir-
alty group. In 1642 Abel Tasman, voyaging in the 
Southern Seas in search of Australia, made further 
discoveries in the Bismarck Archipelago. He touched 
at Tongatabu in the following year and made a special 
note of the fact that he had seen no signs of any war-
like weapons—all seemed to be living together in 
peace. 
Dampier's Discoveri^ 
The first Englishman to appear in these waters 
was William Dampier, buccaneer and explorer, sent out 
by the Admiralty on a voyage of discovery. In 1700 
Dampier, in the "Roebuck," sailed round the western 
extremity of New Britain (which was named by him) 
and estai)lished the fact that that island is separated 
from New Guinea. 
Captain Cook's visit to the islands was made in 
1773, in which year he dropped anchor in Maria Bay. 
He gave the name Friendly Islands to the group. This 
choice of name was the outcome of Cook's "misguided 
judgment," as it was subsequently proved that "be-
hind the simulated friendship of the islanders they 
were preparing to club him." 
As most of you know Captain Cook fell a victim 
to the natives' treachery at Karakakoa Bay, in the 
Hawaiian group on February 14, 1779. 
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Such wonderful descriptions were given to some of 
the islands, and groups of islands, whose existence had 
been revealed, that it was inevitable that they should 
have a magnetic attraction to many adventurous 
spirits. In the book entitled "A Century in the Pacific," 
to which reference already has been made, the Solomon 
Islands are thus glowingly described: "On the large 
islands great mountain ranges rise to heights of 8,000 
to 10,000 feet, densely wooded to their summits; and 
the beautiful well-watered valleys, with their luxuriant 
and vari-coloured tropical vegetation, show how won-
derfully fertile is the soil." The natives of the Solo-
mons, according to the same authority, are of the 
Melanesian type, but greatly varying in colour, lan-
guage, manners, and customs. Time will not permit me 
to go at any length into the anthropological side of the 
South Sea Islanders, but it is said that, so far as the 
natives of the Mandated Territory are concerned, not 
more than three main groups—the negrito, Papuan and 
Papuo—Melanesian can be distinguished among them. 
Tongans of Jewish Origin 
An interesting point has been raised in regard to 
the ethnological classification of the Tongan natives. 
It is said that there is a wide difference between the 
Fijian and the Tongan types, and that the latter 
definitely does not belong to the great Melanesian race. 
It appears that when the Bible was translated the 
second time. Dr. Moulton, the translator, was struck by 
the similarity of the Tongan and the Hebrew, a sim-
ilarity which amounted to identity, the only difference 
being that the Tongan appeared to be the older form. 
When this discovery was mentioned to a Hebrew 
authority in England, he frankly admitted that the 
similarity was real and definite. This admission cor-
roborated what the translator had long felt, namely, 
that the Tongans were of the Hebrew race and tha"t 
they had come originally from the South of Arabia. 
Cannibalism Rampant 
Most of the South Sea Islanders at one time or 
another appear to have shown an inclination towards 
cannibalism. It is said of the Solomon Island natives 
that they have long been known as the most blood-
thirsty savages in the Southern Seas. The natives of 
Malaita and Choiseul had a most unenviable reputa-
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tion in that respect, and it is alleged that on those 
islands no man dare venture to move about without an 
escort, even in quite recent times. The natives of New 
Georgia were said to be the most daring. In their 
wonderful war canoes or tomokoes, they went hundreds 
of miles on their head-hunting raids—even going as 
far as Gola or Florida and the most southern portion 
of Ysabel. Indeed, the once-populous islands of 
Choiseul and Ysabel had been almost depopulated by 
these head-hunters, who carried off human heads and 
living prisoners as slaves. 
First Blackbirder 
Mention has been made of the fact that Luis Vaez 
de Torres was the first to sail through the strait to 
which his name was afterwards given; but it probably 
will surprise many of you to learn that he also was the 
first to be responsible for blackbirding in Australian 
seas. In a letter that he wrote to the King of Spain 
from Manila after his voyage thither from the New 
Hebrides, he mentions that he had brought with him 
twenty "Indian" youths collected at various points on 
his route, and he expresses the belief that these might 
give useful information about the new lands, including 
the great country of Magna Margarita (New Guinea) 
when they had learned Spanish. Diego de Prado y 
Tobar, who was chart-maker and second in command 
with 'Torres, relates the circumstances under which he 
got about 300 natives, of whom three-fourths were 
women, away from the rest, and admits that he se-
lected fourteen boys and girls of from six to ten years, 
and sent them on board the ship, adding: "The rest 
I let go free, and they ran up a hill like goats." Many 
other instances of kidnapping by Spanish and later by 
Dutch navigators off the New Guinea coasts are on 
record. 
Grimes of Sandalwood Getters 
Towards the end of the eighteenth century sandal-
wood getters made their appearance among the South 
Sea Islanders, and they also were guilty of kidnapping 
and other forms of brutality towards the islanders. 
Extensive groves of sandalwood had been discovered 
in the Hawaiian Islands in 1790. Indeed, as you doubt-
less know, sandalwood was exported to China, where 
it was greatly in demand for religious ceremonial pur-
poses. The Hawaiians fitted out several vessels to ex-
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ploit the sandalwood groves on other islands, including 
Rotuma, north of Fiji, and Erromanga. 
The first cargo of sandalwood taken to Sydney from 
Fiji was carried by the schooner "Marcia" in 1804, the 
sandalwood having been obtained in exchange for a 
quantity of old iron and some articles of trade of little 
value. The sandalwood, however, was worth £50 to £75 
in Sydney, whence it was shipped to Canton for the 
Chinese market. As time went on, those who were 
seeking sandalwood turned to the Loyalty Islands and 
to New Caledonia, the Solomons and New Hebrides, in-
habited by the head hunters and the cannibals. The 
trade assumed very large proportions, and in the 
course of only a few years sandalwood to the value of 
£70,000 was taken away to Sydney from Erromanga 
alone. Most of the men who were out after sandalwood 
were utterly callous, unscrupulous characters. Some-
times they were able to persuade the savage islanders 
to cut sandalwood and to bring it to the beach in return 
for iron tools and other articles of exchange. In other 
cases they recruited or kidnapped natives from other 
islands or groups to do the work. There seems little 
doubt that the quest for sandalwood led to more san-
guinary encounters with the natives, amounting at 
times to wholesale butchery, than any other form of 
so-called trade. 
Thomas Dunbabin in his book "Slavers of the South 
Seas," tells of the first great raid of the sandalwooders 
on Erromanga in 1830, when the barque "Sophia" 
(Captain Ellis) left Sydney for the islands. Several 
smaller vessels joined in the expedition, and a small 
army of natives, estimated by one authority at 500, 
were recruited at Rotuma, Tahiti, and other islands. 
The invaders landed, drove the inhabitants inland, 
erected forts and went ahead with the cutting of 
sandalwood. It is stated that the Erromangans were 
slaughtered in large numbers. They are said to have 
taken their revenge by poisoning the waters, while 
fevers and agues played havoc with the invaders. Of 
the 600 white and brown who landed, scarcely 100 left 
Erromanga alive. Rotuma had supplied 250 men for 
the sandalwood raid, but only twelve of them returned. 
The murder of John Williams (the missionary martyr) 
at Erromanga in 1839 is said to have been prompted 
by a desire on the part of the natives for revenge for 
the atrocities of the sandalwood getters. 
154 
Shipwrecked Crew Massacred 
In April, 1847, the barque "British Sovereign" 
(Captain Jones), owned by Mr. Ben Boyd, was cruis-
ing in the New Hebrides group looking for sandalwood 
and had the misfortune to get on a rock off Sandwich 
Island, when she became a total wreck. On the captain 
and crew landing in two boats, they were received in a 
most friendly manner by the natives, who supplied 
them with cocoanuts and sugarcane. Thrown off "their 
guard by this apparent kindness, they neglected to 
take reasonable precautions, and the natives, at a given 
signal, attacked and clubbed them all. Captain Ebrill, 
of the brig "Star," and 16 others were massacred in 
November, 1842, by the orders of Mantungu, chief of 
the Isle of Pines, lying just off the coast of New Cale-
donia. Thirty of the islanders had been provided with 
sharpened adzes to enable them to cut sandalwood. 
One of them suddenly struck down the captain with 
his adze, and this was a signal for a general attack, 
with the result that in a few minutes 17 were struck 
down. The vessel was set on fire; but, unfortunately 
for the savages, an explosion followed and thirty of 
their number who had been preparing for a cannibal 
feast were blo"wn up. 
In the same year the brig "Micmac," of Sydney, 
was gathering sandalwood when the whole of the crew 
were slaughtered and eaten. In October of the follow-
ing year a vessel called "The Sisters" arrived at Mare 
Island, in the Loyalty Group, and those on board were 
engaged in barter with the natives. A dispute arose 
which ended in the captain thrashing the chief. On the 
next day seven of the crew were killed and thrown 
overboard. Four others were reserved for a cannibal 
feast. Once again, however, gunpowder intervened. 
Some kegs found on the vessel, which were taken to the 
natives' meeting house, exploded and killed the chief 
and others. 
Captains Paddon and Simpson owned several ves-
sels which were engaged in the sandalwood trade. In 
February, 1848, five of their cutters—the "Castle-
reagh," "Sarah," "Harriet," "Eleanor" and "Georgina" 
—were blown ashore and wrecked at Leefoo, on the 
east side of New Caledonia. One of Captain Paddon's 
vessels, the brig "Brigand," was at Mare Island, 
Loyalty Group, in November, 1843, when natives at-
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tacked the crew, 17 of whom were killed. Many more 
instances might be given of rapine and murder on the 
part of the sandalwood gangs, and of cannibalism on 
the part of the islanders. The crimes committed on 
both sides were such as could not be excused or con-
doned, though on behalf of the savages, at least, it 
might be pleaded that they had not been taught any 
better, and that their natural rights in the land of their 
birth had been ruthlessly taken from them. 
Captain John Strachan 
In September, 1848, a brig called the "Lynher" 
arrived in Sydney from the South Sea Islands bringing 
fifty tons of sandalwood, and a shipwrecked crew. Her 
captain was John Strachan. He must have been a very 
youthful skipper then, because, 61 years later, he was 
still in command of a vessel in the island trade, and 
apparently as full of fight as ever. I was acquainted 
with him for many years, and saw a good deal of him 
both in Sydney and Brisbane. A ketch called the 
"Envy," of 52 tons, built in 1888, was reported three 
years later as belonging to the North West New Guinea 
Trading Company, in which Captain Strachan and his 
wife were beheved to be the largest shareholders. The 
"Envy" came to Brisbane every now and again bring-
ing spices, nutmegs, and other island produce. Captain 
Strachan's wife accompanied him on all his trips, and 
I can personally testify to the fact that she was a very 
strong-willed and masculine kind of woman. In 
September, 1896, the "Daily Telegraph" (,of Launces-
ton, Tasmania), in the belief that Captain Strachan 
had died, published a lurid account of his career, repre-
senting him to have been a pirate, who had set all the 
laws of the realm at defiance. Unfortunately for the 
newspaper. Captain Strachan proved very much alive, 
and on his taking the matter to court, he was awarded 
a verdict, with £2,000 damages and costs. The Laun-
ceston "'Telegraph" never survived the blow. Other 
newspapers in Sydney and Melbourne, which had pub-
lished at least some of the defamatory matter, were 
called upon to pay lesser amounts as compensation. 
In May, 1909, Captain Strachan and his wife arrived 
in Brisbane on their tight little ketch, when proceed-
ings were taken against the "skipper" by the Consul 
for Germany, who alleged that he had illegally taken 
five islanders away from the German island of Tobi. 
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After an inquiry by a commission appointed by the 
Commonwealth Government, Captain Strachan was 
ordered to return the islanders to the place from which 
he had taken them. A few months later the redoubt-
able "skipper" brought an action against the Brisbane 
Newspaper Co., claiming £5,000 damages for defama-
tion, contained in articles commenting on his dispute 
with the German authorities, and his relations with the 
islanders. A strong bar was engaged for the case, 
Messrs. Lukin and Stumrh (both distinguished judges 
later) appearing for Captain Strachan and Messrs. 
Feez and E. T. Real for the defendant company. In 
the course of the hearing the plaintiff confessed that 
he had at one time had political aspirations; that he 
had, in fact, contested the Lang electorate for the New 
South Wales Parliament against Mr. W. M. Hughes, 
and also (on another occasion) the Parramatta Federal 
division—both times without success. He denied that 
he had ever attempted to recruit island labour. Under 
cross-examination, he said the defendants' newspaper 
had given "a very gaudy account of his life in the South 
Seas." The case ended in a verdict for the plaintiff, 
the damages being assessed at £500. 
Incursions of the Whalers 
There was another element which had a 'material 
influence on many of the islands in the Pacific, and 
that was the one supplied by the incursions of the 
whalers. In the very beginning of the 19th century 
ships were engaged in whaling and using Sydney Har-
bour as their base of operations. But a^ early as the 
last decade of the 18th century, American whalers had 
made their appearance in various parts of the Pacific. 
Tales are told of the kidnapping of islanders by the 
whalers' crews on the one hand, and on the other of 
sailors deserting their ships to lead lives of ease as 
beachcombers. These latter, of course, ran the risk of 
being killed and eaten by the cannibals, and this actu-
ally was their fate in many instances. American 
whaling ships from Nantucket, New Bedford, Fair-
haven, Newburyport, and other ports had spread them-
selves over the Pacific by 1834 and 1835. 
It is on record that the American whaling fleet 
of 1844 consisted of 675 vessels, most of which were in 
the Pacific; 16,000 men were required to work these 
ships and their annual retum exceeded 5 million dol-
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lars. Wilkes, an American explorer who made an in-
vestigation of Pacific Island whaling in 1844-5, re-
ported that Bay whales on the Australian and New 
Zealand coasts were more common than Sperm whales, 
and said that few places surpassed the whaling centres 
for the indulgence in all kinds of vice. There was much 
quarrelling, and bloodshed was quite common. Some 
whaling ships were said to be veritable "hells," though, 
on the other hand, some of the New Bedford whalemen 
were said to have more than a touch of Quakerism. 
The crews were described as being "mostly mixed 
breeds." 
The cruises of some of these vessels often ex-
tended over two, three and even four years. The first 
few of the ships which left Sydney in 1792 and 1793 to 
go whaling were vessels which had brought out con-
victs from England. The East India Company at that 
time had an absolute monopoly of trade and commerce 
in the oceans lying east of the Cape of Good Hope; and, 
consequently, ships which brought out the convicts had 
no chance of securing any charter for the return 
voyage. It was only due to the persistency of two 
British firms engaged in whaling, namely, Samuel 
Enderby and Sons, and A. and B. Champion, backed up 
by the influence of Philip Gidley King, then Governor 
of New South Wales, that the East India Company 
was persuaded to relax its monopolistic rights in this 
regard. 
Britain at War 
About this time, Britain was at war with Spain 
and France; and some of the whalers cruising off the 
South American coasts indulged in privateering and 
occasionally captured Spanish ships, which they carried 
away as prizes to Sydney. The first two convict ships 
which afterwards left Sydney to go whaling were the 
"Britannia" (Capt. Melville, owned by Samuel Enderby 
and Sons) and "The William and Ann" (Capt. Ebor 
Bunker), both of which set out on their initial venture 
on October 24, 1791. We have it on the authority of 
Professor W. J. Dakin, in "Whalemen Adventurers," 
that the first whaler to round Cape Horn, and to pass 
from the Atlantic into the Pacific, was the "Emilia," 
which also was owned by the Enderby firm. It is stated 
that she not only sailed the Pacific, but that she made a 
success of her voyage and returned to London in 1790 
with a full cargo of sperm oil. 
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Ben Boyd's Enterprise 
Boyd Town and East Boyd, twin townships astride 
the Towanba River, which flows into Twofold Bay, 
figured very prominently in the first half century of 
the history of the Mother Colony. The career of the 
man who founded that settlement is one of the most 
colourful among the many romantic tales in Australian 
records. Ben Boyd apparently had ample financial re-
sources before coming to the Antipodes, because we 
are told that he was an original director of the Union 
Bank of London; that he founded the Royal Bank of 
Australia in 1840, and the Australian Wool Company 
in the following year. Having decided to come to Aus-
tralia to establish a branch of his bank in the new 
country, he left Plymouth on December 23, 1841, in his 
yacht "Wanderer," accompanied by his brother James, 
and by Oswald Brierly, an artist of some repute. The 
fact that he had sent out three steamships—the "Sea 
Horse," the "Juno," and the "Comubia"—and the 
schooner "Velocity" ahead of him, indicated that he 
had some ambitious schemes in his fertile brain. The 
Australian Encyclopaedia tells us that although he lost 
little time in initiating whaling operations, his main 
purpose was to acquire wealth through pastoral enter-
prises. With that end in view he took up 800 square 
miles of country along the Murray, and constructed a 
road from the Monaro Plains to Boydtown, which was 
to be the shipping centre. Ben Boyd was the first to 
bring kanakas to Australia with the object of employ-
ing them as labourers. In 1847 Captain Kirsopp, ^ 
master mariner who had come out from England in 
charge of one of Ben Boyd's ships, went to the Loyalty 
Islands and the New Hebrides for the purpose of re-
cruiting kanakas for his employer and returned to 
Sydney with 70 of them. Reference is made to this in 
the Sydney "Shipping Gazette" in October, 1847, in 
the following paragraph: "Considerable excitement 
prevailed respecting the proceedings of some New 
Hebrideans imported into this colony by Mr. B. Boyd. 
The savages were sent to various stations belonging 
to their importer in the interior, from which they al-
most immediately decamped, making their way down 
to Sydney; and in the course of their progress their 
wild appearance, and still wilder actions, caused much 
alarm." Another account says that they were ill-
treated by the overseers on the sheep stations and got 
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out of hand and became such a nuisance that the Gov-
ernment ordered their deportation. 
Boyd's enterprises flourished for a time, but in 1849 
the crash came, and a few years later the bank, by 
whose funds the whole business had been financed, was 
wound up. The shareholders, in addition to losing their 
capital, were called on to make good a deficiency of 
£80,000. Boyd sailed from Sydney in the yacht "Wan-
derer," which he had been allowed to retain, and went 
to the Californian gold diggings. His bad luck, how-
ever, still pursued him, and he then decided on a cruise 
in the Pacific. The "Wanderer" sailed from San Fran-
cisco on June 4,1851, and on September 10 reached San 
Cristoval in the Solomon group. On October 14, the 
anchor was dropped off Guadalcanal, and next morning 
Boyd, taking with him one of the native crew, went 
ashore to shoot game. He was never seen again. A week 
was spent on a fruitless search for the missing man, 
and the "Wanderer" then sailed for New South Wales. 
The yacht, however, went aground near Port Macquarie 
and was totally wrecked. 
Whalers in Moreton Bay 
And now to retum to the whalers. Records of the 
Moreton Bay settlement show that the shelter to be 
found under the lee of Moreton Island was availed of 
by many whalers in stormy weather. On occasions, 
too, the crews of vessels wrecked on the reefs off the 
coast were glad to ascend the Brisbane River and to 
draw upon the available supplies of food and water 
obtainable at the convict establishment. One of the 
earliest recorded visits by a whaler to Moreton Bay 
was that of the barque "Deveron," which put in early 
in July, 1833, for repairs, after having been buffeted 
by storms. 'The "Deveron," of 272 tons, belonged to 
Hobart, and had been engaged in whaling for three 
years with a fair amount of success. Soon after leav-
ing Moreton Bay, however, she encountered more 
tempestuous weather, and the "Sydney Herald" of 
August 12, in the same year, reports that she "went 
down at her anchors during a heavy gale off the Deso-
late Islands. 
Many of you will have heard of the remarkable 
story of the "Prince of Denmark" and the "Hamlet's 
Ghost." The "Prince of Denmark" was a whaling ship, 
hailing from the port of Hobart, which was overtaken 
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by a violent storm while refitting, or taking in stores, 
at a whaling station, in the Chesterfields, a group of 
islands 150 miles or so off the Australian coast. The 
vessel was so badly knocked about that it was impos-
sible to make her seaworthy, and Captain J. B. Bennett 
(her skipper) decided to have some sort of craft built 
to carry the shipwrecked crew to safety. The men 
were all South Sea Islanders, but evidently they were 
capable and well under control. Using portions of the 
wreck, and some cedar planking found among the 
stores at the station, they put together a vessel by 
which they might hope to get away to safety. To this 
hastily built but staunch craft the whimsical name 
"Plamlet's Ghost" was given. Moreton Bay was 
reached on the night of June 27, 1863. 
The "Hamlet's Ghost" was purchased a few days 
later by Messrs. J. and G. Harris, of Brisbane, and was 
used for a time as a lighter; but, as her capacity was 
hardly sufficient for that purpose, her o"wners decided 
to have her remodelled as a pleasure yacht. This 
change was carried out successfully, and, as Mr. George 
Harris' yacht, she figured prominently in many carni-
vals during the next two years. In June, 1868, George 
Harris was induced to sell the "Hamlet's Ghost" to a 
foreigner who claimed to be an Austrian count—Von 
Attems, by name. In a surprisingly short time the 
vessel got away from the Brisbane River, and made her 
way up the coast, northward bound. The fact that the 
self-styled Count Von Attems was a swindler who had 
formerly been a valet in the employ of the real noble-
men, leaked out in a few days, and it became known 
that business men and others in Brisbane had been 
victimised, just as citizens of Sydney and Melbourne, 
and other cities, had been previously by the same 
audacious impos"tor. He was eventually arrested at 
Sourabaya and sentenced to a long term of imprison-
ment for frauds committed in Dutch possessions. 
The "Costa Rica Packet" 
In considering records of whaling under sail in 
Australian and Pacific waters, some reference must of 
necessity be made to the case of the "Costa Rica 
Packet," a barque owned by Burns, Philp & Co. Ltd., 
of Sydney, Brisbane and Townsville, which was really 
the last sailing vessel used for properly equipped whal-
ing operations. The "Costa Rica Packet," of 531 tons. 
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was built at Guernsey, Channel Islands, and launched 
in 1861. She was modelled on clipper lines, being in-
tended primarily for the speedy conveyance of the new 
season's coffee from Punta Arenas, Costa Rica, to the 
London market. She made two voyages to Queens-
land bringing immigrants—once in 1881 to Brisbane, 
and once four years later to Keppel Bay. 
In 1887 the "Costa Rica Packet" was purchased by 
Bums, Philp & Co., with a view to the possible revival 
of the whaling industry, which so far as New South 
Wales was concerned had been lying dormant for 30 
or 40 years. The responsible task of fitting out the 
former coffee-carrier as a whaler was entrusted to 
Captain John Bolton Carpenter, a native of New Haven, 
Connecticut, United States, who had served his time 
in New Bedford whalers, but who had taken out 
naturalisation papers as a British subject at Singapore 
in 1872. Captain Carpenter's first task was to select a 
crew to work the ship on the "lay" or share principle, 
under which officers and men participated proportion-
ately in the amount realised on the oil taken. The crew 
engaged for the cruise consisted largely of Norfolk 
Islanders who had had previous whaling experience. 
The equipment of the vessel included vats and tanks, 
with open furnaces on deck for the rendering down of 
the blubber, and the running off of the oil; and she was 
fitted up in every way in accordance with the most up-
to-date methods at that time. Leaving Sydney in July, 
1887, Captain Carpenter made for the well-known 
whaling grounds in the Banda Straits, where he met 
with some success, after which he spent some time 
cruising in the Arafura and Flores Seas and the 
Molucca Straits with varied results. After having 
been away thirteen months to a day, the "CJosta Rica 
Packet" returned to her home port, having captured 
altogether 78 whales, representing over 90 tons of oil. 
Although this was regarded as only moderately suc-
cessful, it was held to justify a further attempt in 
which "the experience already gained would be of much 
value. 
The second cruise was of longer duration, as the 
barque was over two years away from Sydney. She 
returned there in May, 1891. During her cruise she 
spent some time in the Malay Straits, among the Ker-
madec Islands, off the New Zealand coast, and in the 
vicinity of Norfolk Island. Some success was met with. 
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and a valuable cargo of oil was landed at Singapore, 
where the ship docked for repairs, a leak having been 
discovered in her forward part. Although some really 
tempestuous weather was met, during which the ship 
was in serious peril, she reached Sydney finally with 
a fair quantity of oil. A start was made on a third 
cruise, in July, 1891, after the vessel had been thor-
oughly overhauled and refitted. Profiting by previous 
experience, Capt. Carpenter made direct for the 
Moluccas, intending to spend the whole of the whaling 
season in the adjacent seas. Unfortunately, something 
happened, coming like a bolt from the blue, which 
frustrated all his plans and brought disaster not only 
to him, but to the whole of the ship's company, as 
well as to the owners. 
Finding it necessary to call at Ternate in the 
Moluccas, Captain Carpenter was arrested by the Dutch 
East Indian authorities there and a charge of piracy 
based upon something which had occurred three years 
previously was laid against him. Captain Carpenter's 
log book showed that on January 24, 1888, near the 
island of Boeroe, an abandoned prow was picked up, 
which was found to contain 10 cases of gin, three cases 
of brandy, and one case of kerosene. After these 
spirits, etc., had been taken out the prow was again 
turned adrift, and it was upon this apparently harm-
less incident that the allegation of piracy was based. 
Captain Carpenter was lodged in prison at Macas-
sar, and treated with the greatest indignity, being 
herded with long-sentenced criminals under filthy and 
insanitary conditions. His release was only secured 
through the intervention of the British Consul at 
Batavia. Subsequently a claim was made against the 
Dutch East Indies authorities for £25,000 for the wrong-
ful arrest of Captain Carpenter and its consequences 
to him and to the owners and crew of the "Costa Rica 
Packet," The matter was referred, in May, 1895, by 
agreement to an arbitrator nominated by Russia, Pro-
fessor de Martens having been appointed by the Czar 
to act in that capacity. Professor de Martens found in 
favour of the claimants and fixed the indemnity pay-
able by the Netherlands at £8,550 with interest at 5 
per cent, from November 2, 1891. The sum awarded, 
amounting to £11,082/7/6, was paid by the Nether-
lands Government on March 3, 1897. Thus ended dis-
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astrously a praiseworthy attempt by an enterprising 
Australian firm to revive whaling. The "Costa Rica 
Packet," which had deteriorated seriously while lying 
at Singapore, was sold for a song at that port and was 
probably broken up there. 
Perhaps I may be permitted to say at this stage 
that in referring to this and other matters I am on 
familiar ground and giving you something like first-
hand information. I was on board the "Costa Rica 
Packet" on numerous occasions in Sydney, after she 
had been fitted out for whaling operations, and I was 
personally acquainted not only with Captain Carpenter, 
but also with Mrs. Carpenter and their family. Sir 
Walter Carpenter, of the Carpenter Airlines, a son of 
his, I knew as a boy. Similarly, when I tell you, as I 
propose to do, about the brigs and schooners engaged 
in the South Sea island trade, and the men who com-
manded them, I will be telling you of ships and 
mariners with whom, fifty years ago, I was on terms 
of intimacy. In those days, for nine or ten years I was 
a shipping reporter on the staffs of the Sydney "Daily 
Telegraph" and the "Sydney Morning Herald," and part 
of my job was to go aboard the sailing vessels which 
arrived from overseas—from British and American 
ports, from the South Seas and from other foreign 
countries. For this purpose each of the two morning 
newspapers in Sydney kept a boat and boatman always 
on call, and when a deep-water ship came in and 
anchored, or made fast to moorings in Neutral Bay, or 
somewhere higher up the harbour, it was the duty of 
the reporter to board the new arrival and get the story 
of her voyage. The arrivals from the South Sea 
Islands were fairly frequent, and more often than not 
those on board the vessels had some thrilling tale to 
tell of massacre, bloodshed and cannibalism. 
Australian Whalers 
Professor W. J. Dakin, in his book, previously re-
ferred to, says that whaling ships, generally speaking, 
conformed to a recognised type, being usually bluff in 
the bows and having the appearance of having been 
built by the mile and cut off in lengths as required. 
He further says: "The typical whaleship had three 
masts, and was blunt in the bows with a cut-off square 
stern. If these comments applied truthfully to the 
American whalers, they certainly did not apply to the 
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Australian-owned whaling ships which sailed out of 
Sydney, Twofold Bay and Hobart, for a more mixed lot 
in regard to type it would be impossible to imagine. 
One whaler, which was the extreme antithesis of the 
bluff-bowed type, was the "Prince Regent," a vessel 
which finally met her end at Port Curtis under most 
remarkable circumstances. She was a beautifully 
modelled ship of 250 tons register, having been built 
as a yacht for the Prince Regent, who afterwards be-
came "George IV." Originally she had most costly 
and ornate fittings; but about 1855 brought a cargo 
out to Hobart and later joined the fleet of whalers be-
longing to that port. In 1869 the "Prince Regent" was 
o"wned by a Mr. Cobcroft, of Sydney, who had pur-
chased a lot of cattle for shipment from Gladstone to 
New Caledonia. The "Prince Regent" was to have 
carried away some of these; but, unfortunately, she 
took the ground at Southtrees Point, Port Curtis, in 
August, 1869, and heeled over. The vessel was re-
ported to be leaking freely. No serious attempt seems 
to have been made to float her, and two years later the 
wreck was sold, realising the sum of £132. A sad end 
for a vessel which had started life as a royal yacht! 
Germans In New Guinea 
I will not attempt to tell the story of the means 
by which Germany secured such a hold on New Guinea, 
though that story is one of intense interest, and if 
adequately told would fill many books. Most Austra-
lians realise that it was only the blundering of the 
British authorities, such, for instance, as the refusal 
to endorse the action of Sir Thomas Mcllwraith in 
ordering the hoisting of the Union Jack at Port Mores-
by in 1883, which was responsible for what followed. 
Prompt advantage of this was taken by Germany, New 
Britain, New Ireland and the Duke of York being an-
nexed to the German Empire on November 1, 1884. A 
little later the annexation of the north and north-east 
of New Guinea was announced by Germany; and in 
May, 1885, the Kaiser issued a charter to a syndicate 
which constituted itself the "New Guinea Company." 
This company's record was one of bungling and mis-
management, and in 1899 its privileges were with-
drawn. Fifteen years later the Australian naval and 
military force, quietly and without any fuss, took pos-
session of the German colonies in the Western Pacific, 
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and the Commonwealth came into territories which 
should never have been allowed to pass under foreign 
control. Before leaving the subject of New Guinea, I 
feel I must make at least a passing reference to the 
splendid service rendered by Sir William McGregor as 
Administrator and Lieutenant-Governor of British New 
Guinea between 1888 and 1899, and to the fine work 
of Sir Hubert Murray in the same sphere of activity 
from 1907 onward. 
Work of the Missionaries 
The wonderful part played by the Christian mis-
sions in the civilisation and moral training of the 
natives of the Pacific Islands generally is too big a sub-
ject to be dealt with at all adequately; but if such a 
history could be written it would reveal numberless 
records of heroism, fortitude, and devotion, and quite a 
few of actual martyrdom. The earliest missionary or-
ganisation in the Pacific dated back as far as 1822, 
when a mission station was established by English 
Methodists in Tonga. These activities were extended to 
Samoa in 1834; to Fiji in 1835 and to Rotuma in 1839. 
The Methodist Missionary Society of Australasia took 
over control of all such work in the Pacific in 1855. 'The 
London Missionary Society, established under the 
auspices of the Congregational Church about 1830, 
showed remarkable activity and enterprise; and the 
Presbyterian Church took up similar work in the early 
60's. Anglican and Roman Catholic missions also have 
been in operation for many years. 
"Queen Emma's Career" 
One of the most colourful figures in the history 
of New Britain within the last 70 or 80 years is that 
of the lady colloquially known as Queen Emma. She 
was the daughter of a Mr. Coe, the American Consul 
at Apia, and a Samoan girl, who were the parents of 
five or six children. Emma was educated at San Fran-
cisco, and, at the age of 15, married a Mr. Forsayth, 
who owned plantations in Samoa. That was in 1871. 
The marriage, it appears, was not a happy one. A son 
was bom to them, who was given the names, Jonas 
Mynderse Coe Forsayth. In due course he was sent to 
Sydney and was a student at Newington College. About 
1876 Emma ran away with a man named Farrell, who 
had been mining in New Zealand, but had come to Apia 
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and opened a drinking saloon. Emma is said to have 
been dazzlingly beautiful, and Farrell an unusually 
handsome man. 
Farrell bought a schooner in which the two of 
them went away and started trading with the natives 
in the Duke of York group. Later they went to New 
Britain, where, in exchange for quantities of trade of 
very little value, they acquired extensive areas of land 
from the natives, near the entrance to Rabaul Har-
bour, and upon this arose the first cocoanut plantation 
in German New Guinea. Captain J. S. Lyng, in his 
book, "Our New Possession," refers to Farrell's death, 
after which (he says) Emma took full control; and, 
while she continued to show business ability and 
shrewdness, she took the lead also in the social life 
of the place, which was mostly champagne drinking 
and love making. Captain Lyng continues: "When a 
middle-aged woman, she bought as her husband a 
handsome young German ex-officer, Herr Kolbe— 
Emma paying his not inconsiderable debts and agree-
ing to leave him half her fortune. In 1912 she sold 
out her interests in the islands to a Hamburg syndicate 
for £175,000. Tragedy and mystery surrounded her 
death. She and Kolbe both died at Monte Carlo with 
but a day between them, and the mystery was never 
cleared up. It was said that a lady from Germany, 
claiming a* prior right to Kolbe, had arrived at Monte 
Carlo just before the double tragedy. Queen Emma's 
remains were cremated and the ashes interred in New 
Britain, where she had settled 33 years before. Her 
son, Mr. J. M. C Forsayth, spent most of his life in 
Sydney, being possessed of ample wealth, and died 
there on March 14, 1941, at the age of 64. His only 
sister, Mrs. Grace Forsayth Schmidt, of Raindu Planta-
tion, Kokopo, New Britain, had died only six days be-
fore, at the age of 74. 
The extent to which the natives of New Britain 
and the surrounding islands were swindled and de-
prived of their lands was indeed outrageous. Peter 
Hansen, a Dane, who had started with no money at all, 
had, a few years later, an income of £2,500 or £3,000 
a year. He was chiefly responsible for the sale by the 
natives of a group known as French Islands to the 
German New Guinea Company for £50. When, how-
ever, the natives found that the land on which their 
huts stood, and the plots on which they relied for food 
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had been lost to them, they fairly ran amok. They 
seized the stores and ships, and slaughtered the store-
keeper, the engineer, five Chinamen, and 18 native 
boys. Hansen had to fiy for his life and only managed 
to escape by the skin of his teeth. 
Marquis de Ray Swindle 
Another outstanding event in the history of New 
Ireland was the attempt of the Marquis de Ray to 
establish a colony there in 1880. De Ray, who is said 
to have been Bolivian Charge d'Affaires in France, 
managed to persuade a number of small farmers of 
diverse nationalities, Germans, French, Belgians, 
Italians and Swiss, to join in the formation of a settle-
ment at the southern extremity of New Ireland, to 
which he proposed to give the name of "Nouvelle 
France.' Many of these unfortunates put their all into 
the company which was formed to carry out the 
scheme. Altogether 300 of these deluded folk, men 
women and children, left Barcelona on July 9, 1880, in 
the "India," an old steamer which had been acquired 
for a mere song. Another contingent followed in a 
sailing ship called the "Chandemagore." These un-
fortunates had been misled by glowing prospectuses in 
which all sorts of promises were made which were be-
yond the possibiUty of fulfilment. 
Sickness and semi-starvation played havoc with 
those who reached New Ireland. 'The captain of the 
"India" was induced to take them away five months 
later in an attempt to reach Sydney, where the man-
ager of the company was living. The vessel's engines, 
however, broke down and she had to put into Noumea, 
where she was condemned as unseaworthy. Most of 
the unfortunate passengers managed somehow to get 
to Sydney, and some of them settled on land made 
available to them by the Government of New South 
Wales, near Woodburn, in the Richmond River district, 
where many of their descendants are to be found to-
day. 
Kanaka Labour Question 
The kanaka labour question is one which figured 
most prominently in Queensland and was the subject 
of the bitterest controversy in the political history of 
the northern State. The late Mr. C A. Bemays sums 
up the question with reasonable conciseness in his 
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book, "Queensland Politics During 60 Years." At the 
outset he points out that though in the legislation and 
in the Governmental records generally the kanakas 
are called Polynesians, they were really Melanesians— 
a definite racial distinction. He mentions the fact that 
the first shipment of the islanders to reach Queensland 
was that which arrived in Brisbane by the schooner 
"Don Juan" (Captain Grueber) on August 15, 1863. 
This contingent, 67 in number, came consigned to Cap-
tain Robert Towns, whose intention it was to employ 
them on his cotton plantations on the Logan River. 
"Bobbie" Towns, to give him the name by which he was 
kno"wn colloquially, had secured these labourers through 
the instrumentality of a man named Ross Lewin, whose 
reputation was none too enviable. An article appeared 
in the "North Australian," a newspaper published in 
Ipswich on August 20, under the heading, "The Slave 
Trade in Queensland," and this was copied in the issue 
of the "Courier" two days later. In that article Cap-
tain Towns was trenchantly attacked for having insti-
tuted the "slave trade" in Queensland, and the Govern-
ment was accused of "winking at" so nefarious and in-
human a system. Mr. Bernays, in the book referred 
to, says: Between 1863 and 1868 there was a steady 
flow, inwards and outwards, of kanaka labour—with-
out any attempt being made to regulate recruiting or 
in any way to control the employers of Polynesians. 
Repeated attempts were made during this period to 
call public attention to the growing abuses of the trade. 
"There was more than a grave suspicion," said Mr. 
Bernays, "that the earlier years of this trade in human 
beings were years of tragedy to the subject races, and 
that a large proportion of our coloured labour was 
brought here under circumstances almost too vile to 
put into words." It readily can be understood how 
such a trade could only be carried on by so-called 
"adventurous spirits" prepared to take big risks, and 
who, seeing the profit in it, were not likely to be too 
scrupulous in their methods of attaining their ends. 
On July 5 of the following year (1864), the schooner 
"Uncle Tom" (Captain Leonard) arrived in Moreton 
Bay with 70 more islanders, also stated in a "Courier" 
report to be destined for Captain Towns' Logan River 
cotton plantations. These, however, were subsequently 
reported to have been transferred to Captain Louis 
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Hope and used by him to work on his sugar plantation 
at Ormiston. On December 8,1865, the schooner "Black 
Dog" (Captain W. Linklater) arrived from the New 
Hebrides with 115 islanders consigned to Messrs. 
Alexander and Armour, as agents. 
The first trial in Queensland for the kidnapping of 
kanakas was that in which Captain J. W. Coath, of the 
schooner "Jason," was charged with the abduction and 
kidnapping of nine islanders in February 1871. The 
"Jason" was owned by Tooth, Cran, and others, of 
Maryborough. It was alleged that when the "Jason" 
visited certain islands in the South Seas, some of the 
inhabitants, who came out to trade, were forcibly de-
tained and taken to Maryborough. The case was tried 
before the Chief Justice (Sir James Cockle), the Hon. 
John Bramston, then Attorney-General, appearing for 
the Crown; and Messrs. Charles Lilley and Blake, both 
Queen's Counsel, for the prisoners. 
Mr. Lilley contended that the case did not disclose 
any offence knowm to the English law and argued that 
the offence of kidnapping, as known to the English law, 
could not be committed on a savage or barbarous people 
captured and brought within the protection of British 
law and landed free at Maryborough. Under the 
Roman law, he argued, it was no offence to steal or 
capture barbarous people, and the offence only existed 
where a free man, his wife or child, was seized or held 
as a slave. 
Chief Justice Cockle, in his summing up, said 
reference had been made to the point that the islanders 
seized by the prisoner were savages and not civilised 
people; but it must be borne in mind that there were 
degrees of civilisation, as well as of everything else, 
and that the men in question were at least civilised 
enough to traffic, to come in the way of the ship with 
the intention of trading, as was evidenced by their 
holding up a pig. . . . Taking all into consideration, 
we say: Here is a display of something like treachery— 
a seizing of persons who came to trade, and a disre-
gard shown to life by attending rather to the capture 
of those who were going on board than to the poor fel-
low who ventured on a long swim for his life. . . . It 
is our duty to consider whether one subject of her 
Majesty is at liberty to fit out a vessel to sail amongst 
170 
these apparently savage and guileless islanders, and 
seize them and appropriate their property as appears 
to have been done in this case. 
Mr. Justice Lutwyche concurred in the view taken 
by the Chief Justice. He said there could be no doubt, 
upon the facts set out, that robbery and depredation 
on the high seas had been committed, and robbery and 
depredation amount to piracy. The defendant, there-
fore, might think himself fortunate that he was tried 
on the lighter charge and sentenced to only five years' 
imprisonment and a fine of £50, instead of being tried 
for the graver offence for which he might have been 
sentenced to penal servitude for life. Captain Coath's 
conviction accordingly was affirmed. 
A certain amount of vigilance evidently was exer-
cised about this time, for it is recorded that the barque 
"Crishna," of 254 tons (Captain Walton), was seized by 
H.M.S. "Basilisk," off Cape Sidmouth, in January, 1873, 
for a breach of the kidnapping Act of 1872, in having 
35 islanders on board without a license. These island-
ers had been employed previously in beche-de-mer 
fishing and were being taken to Sydney in the 
"Crishna." The "Crishna" and her cargo were con-
demned and ordered to be sold. Bernays, in the book 
already referred to, says: That the agitation against 
this class of labour had assumed large proportions, and 
that there were crying evils associated with it, is made 
evident by the fact that on June 27, 1872, an Imperial 
Act was assented to having for its objects "the preven-
tion and punishment of criminal outrages upon natives 
of the islands in the Pacific Ocean." There was no 
concealment about the object of the Bill, the title of 
which was "The Kidnapping Act of 1872," and for the 
offence of kidnapping, the Colonial Courts were author-
ised to impose "the highest punishment, other than 
capital punishment, awarded for any felony by the law 
of the colony in which such offender shall be tried." 
This Act of the Imperial Parliament was amended in 
1875 under the title of "The Pacific Islanders Protec-
tion Act," and further drastic provisions were enacted 
which one would have thought deterrent enough for aU 
practical purposes. So far as Queensland was con-
cerned, the importation of kanakas into this State was 
governed by the 1868 Act right up to 1880, when Sir 
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Thomas Mcllwraith, on coming into office for the first 
time, secured the passing of a measure which repealed 
the Act of 1868, re-enacted a number of its provisions 
with important alterations, and made it compulsory 
for a Government agent to be appointed to accompany 
each recruiting vessel to the islands. 
Big PoUtical Sensation 
In November, 1885, the Griffith administration se-
cured the passage of a bill through Parliament provid-
ing that after December 31, 1890, no further licenses 
for the introduction of islanders into Queensland should 
be granted. But, although that meant that the im-
portation of kanakas had to cease at the end of Decem-
ber, 1890, those brought in up to that date were on a 
three years' engagement, and the effect of that was to 
give the sugar-growers eight full years in which to 
make arrangements for a suitable substitute for their 
black labour. Probably the biggest sensation in Queens-
land's political history came about in April, 1892, when 
Sir Samuel Griffith, who had come into office in coali-
tion with his former political opponent (Sir Thomas 
Mcllwraith) secured the repeal of the provisions of the 
1885 Act putting an end to the importation of Pacific 
Islanders, a provision for which he had been solely re-
sponsible. Everyone knows that it was the consum-
mation of Federation which led to the adoption of the 
White Australia policy, and the stoppage of the im-
portation of kanaka labour. 
From a historical viewpoint, it is interesting to 
consider the conditions under which the kanakas were 
secured and brought to Queensland. The vessels em-
ployed in bringing them from the islands were of re-
markably diverse type. One or two were said to have 
been used in the African slave trade, and others in 
running the blockade in the China seas with opium. 
Others originally had been miUionaire's yachts; others, 
again, specially built for fast sailing, had carried fruit 
from the Mediterranean or from the Azores for the 
London market; while one or two had been speedy 
carriers of fish to British ports. One of the best known 
of the "skippers" in the kanaka trade in the 70's was 
Captain W. T. Wawn, who published a highly interest-
ing book telling of his experiences in the South Seas. 
He made several successful round trips to the New 
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Hebrides and the Solomons, in the schooner "Stanley," 
and later was in command of a schooner named the 
"Bobtail Nag," which was driven ashore and wrecked 
on the South Coast of Mallicolo in 1887. Another 
schooner, the "Lucy and Adelaide," of which Captain 
Wawn had command, was blown ashore in a hurricane 
at Havannah Harbour, in 1879; but was refloated and 
had quite a long life of activity, being finally broken up 
in 1913. 
While in the schooner "Fanny," in 1883, Captain 
Wawn, in company with the Government agent. Fowler 
by name, and a missionary named Lanizel, were at-
tacked treacherously by natives of New Ireland with 
spears, clubs and other weapons. Both the captain and 
the Government agent were wounded and had to go 
into hospital when the vessel called at Townsville. One 
of the most experienced of the master mariners in the 
blackbirding trade was Captain Neil Brodie, who, in 
1873, had charge of the schooner "Lavinia." This ves-
sel, while engaged in recruiting on the coast of New 
Ireland, was attacked by natives and four of the crew 
were murdered. In June, 1883, the "Lavinia," then 
commanded by Captain S. Smith, left Mackay on a 
labour cruise, having on board Mr. William Stedman 
as Government agent. Some returned islanders were 
landed at Api, and at the request of the natives there, 
a boat was sent ashore with some articles of trade, the 
"Lavinia" lying a mUe off. Shots were heard soon 
after. Another boat was sent at once, and, on nearing 
the shore, picked up three of the former boat's crew 
who had swum off when the first attack was made. 
The boat was recovered soon afterward, and in it was 
found the second mate, stiU alive, but dangerously 
tomahawked, and also the body of the Government 
agent (Stedman), quite dead and terribly mutilated. 
This is typical of many other cases, and it would be 
impossible to mention them all within the limits of this 
paper. 
In 1897, 934 islanders were brought to Queens-
land by labour vessels and no vessel left Queensland 
with returning kanakas that year. In the following 
year 1178 were brought to Queensland, and the only 
returning islanders from this State were 657 who em-
barked on the barque "Loongana" in Sydney for the 
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New Hebrides, the Solomons, the Gilbert and the Ellice 
groups. In 1899, 1,522 islanders arrived in Queensland 
and 920 left to return to their places of origin. In 
1900, 1,743 were brought to Queensland and 940 taken 
away. In the foUowing year, there were 1,636 arrivals 
in Queensland, and 829 departures. In 1902, 1,139 
islanders arrived and 1,774 were taken away. In 1903, 
1,037 arrived in Queensland and none were returned to 
the islands. The last vessel to bring kanakas under 
license to Queensland was the schooner "Clansman," 
which arrived at Bundaberg, bringing only 19 "boys," 
thouffh she had licenses for 36. It was stated that aU 
efforts at returning islanders to their original home.=; 
had been suspended, as all the kanakas whose terms 
had expired were quickly snapped up by other planta-
tions at higher wages than had been paid to them 
previously. 
The most notorious case in Queensland which arose 
out of the highly contentious subject of the employ-
ment of kanaka labour was that known as the Hopeful 
case. At the criminal sittings of the Supreme Court 
of Queensland, held at Brisbane in November and 
December, 1884, Neil McNeil and Bernard Williams 
(both seamen) were each convicted of the murder of a 
Polynesian on the high seas, and both were sentenced 
to death. At the same criminal sittings, Lewis Shaw 
(master mariner) and Harry Schofield (Government 
agent) were sentenced to penal servitude for life on 
charges of having kidnapped islanders, and three others 
were sentenced to penal servitude for terms varying 
from 7 to 10 years. The death sentences in the cases 
of McNeU and Williams were subsequently, by the 
exercise of the Royal prerogative by the Governor (Sir 
Anthony Musgrave) commuted to imprisonment for 
life. In October, 1888, a petition was presented to the 
Administrator of the Government in which the remis-
sion of the remainder of the sentences in the cases of 
all the prisoners—with the exception of Schofield, who 
had died in gaol—was asked for. This petition was a 
remarkable one, inasmuch as it bore no less than 28,070 
signatures obtained from all parts of Queensland, in-
cluding some of the most remote centres of the north 
and west. The petition, which is in scroll form, 750 
feet in length and mounted on linen with rollers at its 
extremities, is in the possession of the Historical 
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Society of Queensland. The prayer of the petition was 
granted, and the prisoners were given their freedom 
in February, 1889. 
With the adoption of the White Australia policy 
by the Commonwealth Government, the introduction of 
kanakas ceased. By an Act of ParUament passed in 
1902 their importation was prohibited and provision 
was made for their repatriation, within two years, of 
those then in Australia. Statistics reveal the fact that, 
whereas 68 per cent, of Queensland's sugar was pro-
duced by black labour in 1902, this had dropped to 4 per 
cent, in 1914. 
This story of the history of the Pacific Islands has 
been told very sketchily and very inadequately. Noth-
ing else was to be expected, because the subject was 
capable of infinite expansion. It cannot, however, be 
closed without reference to the cataclysmic changes 
resulting from Japan's treacherous attack on the 
United States forces at Pearl Harbour, Honolulu and 
other American bases in December, 1941, which 
brought the whole of the Pacific into the global war. 
With the bare mention of that event, however, this 
paper must be brought to a conclusion. 
